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Big Sister Reads!
Big Sister launched a virtual book club, called Big Sister Reads, on March 1.
The club is open to all members of the Big Sister community, including staff,
volunteers, supporters, and board members. Every two months, with the help of member
suggestions, Big Sister Reads chooses one book with the goal of inspiring dialogue around issues
that affect girls, women, and our community. Genres can range from nonfiction to memoir to
novels, but always with a focus on topics that are relevant to Big Sister.
The first book we selected was Half the Sky:Turning
Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide by
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. This nonfiction work
describes the oppression of women in the developing
world and what can be done to encourage change. In
our first month, more than 50 people joined our group
on Goodreads, a social media site that focuses on books.
Goodreads provides a virtual space where book club
members can express their opinions about the book, share
links to further research, and recommend books for future
months. On our Half the Sky discussion board, Big Sister
Bridgit shared this thought: “It's so much more meaningful
to recognize such tragic occurrences as opportunities for
positive change (and how to go about creating change),
versus simply documenting the terrible things that happen
around the world.”
In April, our Goodreads group rose to more than 70
members as we prepared to read our second book, The
Liars Club by May Karr. This memoir of the author’s rocky
childhood in an east Texas oil town in the 1960s was an
interesting change of pace. Wrote Big Sister staff member
Nikki: “I became hooked right away like you would in a
good mystery novel. I also appreciate her description of
her father which reads like a typical country song.”
Beginning in May, Big Sister Reads moved to a bimonthly
schedule to ensure that all who wish to participate have
ample time to read each book. Group members voted
to select All Souls: A Family Story from Southie by Michael
Patrick MacDonald, a redemptive story of the author’s
childhood in the Old Colony housing development of
South Boston. Big Sister Reads will be exploring this book
throughout May and June, so there is plenty of time to pick
up your copy and join the discussion!

Share your thoughts with us!
E-mail: SMacDonald@bigsister.org

Big Sister
Presents The
24th Annual
BMW Raffle
It’s that time of year! Big Sister will
be holding its annual BMW raffle
once again this summer. Don’t
miss out on the opportunity to
win your choice of a brand new 3-series BMW
convertible OR a $38,000 cash prize! There
are only 1,750 tickets, giving you great odds of
taking this beautiful car home with you on July
30. Tickets are $100 each or three for $250, and
are on sale now on Big Sister's website.
Big Sister staff members will also be selling
tickets in downtown Boston throughout June
and July at the following sites: 100 Summer
Street, One Beacon Street, One Post Office
Square, 28 State Street, and 225 Franklin
Street. Don’t forget to visit us at our newest
sales locations: Rowes Wharf on Tuesday, June
5 and Dewey Square Plaza on the Greenway
on Wednesday, June 20.You will even be able
to spot the BMW cruising in the Dorchester
Day Parade on Sunday, June 3! Proceeds from
the BMW raffle will benefit our mentoring
programs for Greater Boston’s girls. The
drawing will take place at 100 Summer Street
on Monday, July 30 at 1:00 PM.
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Big Sister Welcomes Spring
City Councilor Ayanna Pressley and
Anne Finucane; Photo by Yuri Vaysgant

Rise & Inspire Breakfast

On March 22, as the temperature in Boston rose,
so did Big Sister Association. We rose early in the
morning to further our mission at our annual Rise
and Inspire Breakfast. Three hundred business
leaders and community members joined us at the
Mandarin Oriental Hotel to learn more about the
importance of mentoring, and the positive effects
it can have on girls, women, and the community
as a whole.
After guests networked and mingled, the program
began with a video that highlighted several
remarkable Big and Little Sister relationships,
some of which have lasted more than a decade.
Following the video, Big Sister CEO Deborah
Re took the stage to introduce Bank of America
Global Strategy and Marketing Executive and
Northeast President, Anne Finucane. In her
remarks, Ms. Finucane explained that her life
did not follow the path that she had originally
intended, yet she was still able to attain the
important position that she holds today. Some of
this success she attributes to the support of two
caring and inspirational mentors. Ms. Finucane
went on to describe Bank of America’s work with
Vital Voices Global Partnership, an international
organization dedicated to mentoring emerging
women leaders in developing countries around

the world.Through Bank of America’s partnership
with Vital Voices, women receive guidance from
established leaders to help them make a bigger
difference in their country while strengthening
economies at the same time. Ms. Finucane
explained that whether you are mentoring a girl in
Boston, Massachusetts or Port-au-Prince, Haiti, you
have an opportunity not only to change that one
person’s life, but to transform entire communities.
Boston City Councilor At-Large and Big Sister
Ayanna Pressley continued the inspiring morning
by sharing her own story. She said that she
understood the importance of mentoring not
because she had a supportive mentor when she
was a child, but because she didn’t. She recognizes
that she could have benefitted immensely by
having an adult in her life, in addition to her
mother, whom she could talk to, trust, and rely
on. So that another girl could receive the kind of
support that she herself didn’t have, Councilor
Pressley volunteered to become a Big Sister. Her
Little Sister Arianna turned out to be her perfect
match—their names are similar, their birthdays
are two days apart, and they simply enjoy each
other’s company. As a testament to the depth of
their relationship, Councilor Pressley said: “I’m not
an elected official who happens to be a Big Sister.
I’m a Big Sister who happens to be an elected
official.” She went on to enforce the importance
of mentoring, explaining that when you inspire a
girl, you really can transform a community. “Girls
rock, and women rule,” she concluded.

Celebrity Chef Dinner

Even the heavy rain did not dampen the spirits of
Big Sister supporters who gathered at Radius on

April 22 for our thirteenth annual Celebrity Chef
Dinner. One hundred and thirteen guests were in
attendance to sample the creations of six talented
Boston chefs. Michael Schlow (owner of Radius,
celebrated chef, and long-time supporter of Big
Sister) hosted the event in his fun and modern
Financial District restaurant.
Chef Ting Yen (Oishii) started the dinner off
with a sashimi sampler, which included seared
tuna with grilled French jumbo white asparagus,
cannonball grape with sea bass and black garlic,
crispy salmon, and hamachi with jalepeno. Ming
Tsai (Blue Ginger) provided the second course:
olive poached salmon in a spring pea soup
served with pea salad drizzled with citrus truffle
vinaigrette. The third course came courtesy of
Evan Deluty (Stella), who served spring vegetable
risotto with rock shrimp, crispy leeks, and lemon.
The next dish was rabbit rotolo, with parsley root,
asparagus, carrot, morel mushrooms, and crispy
prosciutto, expertly prepared by Leo Asaro (Via
Matta). Radius’s own Brendan Joy served the fifth
course, which was a strube ranch wagyu served
with miso, carrots, petite onions, and bordelaise. PJ
Waters, also of Radius, completed the meal with a

Board Chair Max Bardeen, CEO Deb Re,
Board President Sharon McNally,
Chef Michael Schlow, and Chef Ming Tsai;
Photo by Yuri Vaysgant

Rise & Inspire Donors
Sponsors
Hill Holliday Advertising
Suffolk Construction Co., Inc.
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Table Hosts
Bank of America
Beth & Max Bardeen
The Boston Globe
Children's Hospital
Deborah Daccord
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
Denneen & Company
Lisa DeSisto
EMC Corporation
Suzanne Fay Glynn & Paul Glynn
Greater Boston Chamber of
Commerce
Edmund Ingalls
Colleen Kenney
Sharon & Brian McNally
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky
& Popeo
Dolores & Marvin Mitchell
Lisa Mullan Perkins & Shep Perkins
Kerry Nelson & Alan Milinazzo
New England Council
Sabrina & Bob Nicholson

Lynne & Jon O'Connor
Parthenon Group
Partners Healthcare
Deborah Re & Peter Reinhart
State Street Corporation
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Event Supporters
Gabriella Addonisio
Karen Agredo
Jane Alpers
Kaitlin Ambrogio
Shannon Ames
Shannon Ames
Brooke Anderson
Robin Azar
Jason Baron
Teresa Belmonte & Spencer D.
Warncke
Andrea Bernard
Laurie Bertner
Catherine Bird & Jonathan M.
Delgado
Kathryn Bueker
Carola Cadley
Julie Callaghan
Kari Carlsen

Karen Carmody
Lisa Carrier
Elizabeth Chase-Marino
Mary Joe & Todd Clark
Charlotte Cohen
Tracy Cohen
Spencer Collier
John Cooney
Jane Cooper
Joan Cote
Ann Daley
Thuy Duong Do
E. Catlin Donnelly & G. Hampton
Watkins
Janet Early
Susan Ehrlich
Bill Elcock
Jenny Fahlbush
Maria Fernandes
Anne Finucane
Alicia Fix
Tracey Flaherty
Wendy S. & Jason Fox
Nancy and Nathaniel Gardiner
Kathy Gasperine
Jacob Geller
Mary Gerbino

Patricia Glidden
Ruth & Michael Gosselin
Suzanne Greenberg
Jeanine Hamilton
Julia Hebert
Andrew Helene
Jordan Hilliard
Ellen & Stephen Hoffman
Stephanie Hood
Ellen Janos
Jana Kierstead
Pamela G. & John Layton
Traci Lovitt
Mark MacNeill
Mark MacNeill
Lynn Margherio
Mallika Marshall & Jason H. Hurd
Christopher Mayer
Carla McCall
Allison McCann
Michael McCuin
Sharon & Brian McNally
Preston McSwain
Angela Meringoff
Jo Frances & John Meyer
Juan Morales
Charlayne Murrell-Smith

Paul Nelson
Katy O'Neil
Dana Ostberg
Jill O'Toole
Julianne Pemberton & Kent Plunkett
Monica Punjabi
Bryan Rafanelli
Karen Reardon
Gerry Ricci
Trina Robinson
Allison Salke
Denise Selden & Bruce A. Bauman
Katrina Sly
Carrie Smith
Elizabeth Spear
Sherri Spear
Kerry Sullivan
Susan Synodis
Melissa Thatcher
Diane Tillotson
David Trueblood
Jodi Wolf
Lauren Zirilli
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With Our Signature Events
dessert of chocolate textures—espresso, cherry,
Brazil nut, and malted milk glace.
After listening to former Little Sister Linda
Brennan, guests heard from CEO Deborah
Re about Big Sister Association’s role in the
mentoring relationships and how they could
support our work. “We can help create the
Boston it can be. Not just for some, but for all.”
Together, attendees donated $62,000 during
our annual “Matchmaker Challenge” appeal,
sponsoring 62 girls on the wait list. Jim Speros,
Big Sister board member and Chief Marketing
Officer at Fidelity, took two girls off our wait list.
“My wife and I like to say that as parents our job
is to give our children roots and wings; they need
both,” said Jim. “Big Sister can give girls wings, and
a chance to soar.” Altogether the event raised
$157,000.

Celebrity Chef Donors
$10,000 +
Beth & Max Bardeen
Denise & Marc Casper
The Connors Family Office
PGR Media, Inc.
Dan Romanow &
B. Andrew Zelermyer
Abby & John A.Yozell

Deidre Lyons
Alex & Josh McCall
Cindy & Jeff McCarthy
Sabrina & Bob Nicholson
Lynne & Jon O'Connor
Radius
Deborah Re &
Peter Reinhart
Karen Solomon
Anne Tallon &
Paul Lonergan
Mariann & Mark Tosi
Tufts Health Plan
Hepsen Uzcan Swann &
Eric Swann

$5,000-$9,999
Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Massachusetts
Deborah A. Daccord
EMC Corporation
Holly McGrath &
David Bruce
Kim Molino
$100-$999
Noreen & James D. Speros Tenney & McClane Clover
Sara Corcoran
$2,000-$4,999
Carey & Cliff Cort
Arbella Insurance
Christine A. Creelman
Citizens Bank
Deborah A. Daccord
Elaine & Michael Coyne
Evan Deluty
Suzanne Fay Glynn &
Deborah Devaux
Paul Glynn
George Donnelly
Megan Gadd &
Robert D. Engel
Nathan Wilson
Diane & Bill Fandrich
Sarah & Keith Hartstein
Nancy & Herbert Gleason
Janet Kraus &
Ann & Bob Hunnewell
Jim Giebutowski
Molly & David Jackson
Dolores & Marvin Mitchell Maryellen & Blake Jordan
Joseph T. Realmuto, Jr. &
Aileen & Terry Keaney
Paul Korenberg
Judy Keefe-Modelane &
Karen Weltchek Mueller &
Daniel Modelane
Gary Mueller
Andrea & Trevor Keohane
Jeanne Yozell
Mandarin Oriental, Boston
Caroline & James McCloy
$1,000-$1,999
Kelly & Scott McDermott
The Ad Club
Sharon & Brian McNally
Aasma & Mark Baker
Allyce Najimy
The Boston Globe
Audrey and George Nichols
Terri Z. Campbell
Ann & James Roosevelt
Molly & Robert Cramer Jennifer St. Thomas
Lisa DeSisto
Carlota & Mark Taylor
Katherine Eld
W Boston
Patricia Garrahy-Robertson Carole Waite
Nancy & Michael Grogan Barbara Zack
Lynn Hartness

At the end of the evening, the late Peter Yozell
was recognized for his generosity and support
of Big Sister. Peter recently passed away, and
this year’s dinner was dedicated in his memory.
Peter’s wife Jeanne, former Executive Director of
Big Sister, was in attendance along with their son
John Yozell (a member of Big Sister’s Board of
Directors) and his wife Abby.

Fashion Show

On Tuesday evening, April 3, the Fairmont Copley
Plaza’s Grand Ballroom was transformed into an
impressive runway in preparation for Big Sister’s
2nd Annual Fashion Show. The Fairmont Copley
Plaza’s Designer-in-Residence Denise Hajjar
unveiled her Spring/Summer 2012 Collection at
this event in order to raise money for Big Sister’s
mentoring programs.
When the doors opened at 6 pm, the room
was abuzz, as close to 300 Big Sister supporters
gathered, mingled, and networked over hors
d’ouevres and cocktails. Guests were also
entertained by the live performance artist, Judy
St. Peter, who painted a portrait of Lady Gaga to
Lady Gaga’s music.
Emcee WCVB-TV5’s Susan Wornick set the
tone for the evening with her wit, enthusiasm,
and support of Big Sister’s mission – to help girls
achieve their full potential by providing them with
positive mentoring relationships with women.

A model shows off a Denise Hajjar
creation; Photo by Yuri Vaysgant
The fashion show got under way, with many
notable professional women modeling Denise
Hajjar’s collection. There was Jacqui Budd, chair
of the board of directors of Dress for Success;
WCVB-TV’s Lifestyle Reporter Linda Holliday;
Liberty Mutual’s Melissa MacDonnell; the Greater
Boston Chamber of Commerce’s Katy O’Neil;
and Brooke McNally, daughter of Board President
Sharon McNally and Vice President of Vox Global.
Immediately following the fashion show, Susan
Wornick stirred up the room and began the live
auction. Proving her talent as an auctioneer, she
encouraged the audience to bid and bid often.
Between the live auction, raffle prizes, and ticket
sales, Big Sister raised more than $30,000.
The evening was topped off with father-anddaughter photographers Kerry Brett and Bill
Brett signing copies of their book, Boston,
Inspirational Women. Through the generous
donation of Carolyn Mugar, every guest went
home with a book as a memento.

Fashion Show Donors
Patricia Aaron
Martha Acworth
Patricia Archibald
Cheryl Bartlett
Ann Beach
Judi Bohn
Lauren Broadhurst
Polly & Chuck Bryson
Jacqueline & Wayne Budd
Andrea Buffum
Dawn Carroll
Kirsten Champlin
Kathie Chrisicos
Laura Christiansen
Heather Cloran
Tracy Coen
Denise Coll
Jane Cronin
Patricia & Gary Darman
Diane Davidson
Tiziana Dearing
Jane Deery
Ellen DePaul Fisher
Laura N. & Todd DeSisto
Jane Di Cristina
Kristen Dixon
Becky Dowd
Reagan Driscoll
Amy Driscoll
Alison Edmands
Fairmont Copley Plaza
Debbie Flanagan
Gail Flatto

Patricia Foley
Robin L. & Steven Fusco
Donna Gensheimer
Sandra Goldfarb
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Foundation
Alisha Hicks
Diane Iagulli
Madeleine Jeune
Kelly Johnson
Barbara Kenworthy
KHJ
Lina Kriva
Annette & Robert Leckie
The Little Family Foundation
Megan Lodde
Donna Luther
Melissa MacDonnell
David Maclean
Donna MacLean
Rizwan Mallal
Maureen Mathews
Caroline & James McCloy
Carol and Michael McKean
Sharon & Brian McNally
Laura McNamara
Susan McRae
Adele Milani
Jeff Morris
Yvonne Moses
Johanne & John Mulkern
Sandy & Michael Mulkern
Murphy, Hesse, Toomey and Lehane

Mary Myers
Gail O'Toole
Patricia Page
Allison Pincus-Jacobs
Judy Player
Debbie Rambo
Linda Riccio
Bernadette Ridge
Don Rodman
Allison Rogers
Susan Samoiloff
Susan Shelby
Mary Simko
Rosemary Simmons
Sandra Smith
Leslie Smith
Monica Solano
Lois Starbard
Barbara Stern & Jack Burke
Linda Sternfelt
Linda Sternfelt
Laura Stone
Susan Tata
Cherylanne Thomas
Pam Tormey
Christine Turner
Patrice Vogelman
Kathleen Wallace
Jane Wasel
Elaine White
Joan White
Benaree & Fletcher Wiley
Elizabeth Zuik
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Challenges and Opportunities for Women Today

H

elen Drinan is the president of
Simmons College, an all-women’s
school located in Boston. Here she
discusses the importance of mentors,
community partnerships, and education.
In a recent Boston.com op-ed, you
advocated for the importance of role
models. Can you tell us about one mentor
you've had in your life? How has he or she
helped you to achieve success?
When I was in high school, I studied Latin and
did very well in the subject. Not only did I
enjoy the work of understanding this long dead
language, but also I so admired my teacher, Miss
Martha Vining. I was fortunate to do all my Latin
courses with her. She was a role model long
before she became a mentor. Initially,
I was impressed with her command
of the subject, her cool demeanor
under pressure, and her attention
to each student accompanied by her
control of the class. As I moved from
second to third to fourth year Latin,
I became more eager for her advice
and guidance, and she offered that
generously. I will never forget that she
advised me to pace myself over my
academic choices, suggesting that doing
very well with a focus was better than spreading
myself too thin over things less important to
me. Today I understand that advice as finding
something for which you have a passion, and
throwing yourself into that. A lifelong benefit
from one piece of well crafted insight!
Big Sister and Simmons College have
had an excellent partnership for many
years. Why are partnerships like ours so
important for women and girl-serving
organizations?
The development of girls to women is a
continuous, life-long process with a series
of different challenges and opportunities
along the way. Big Sister and Simmons share
complementary missions, which support this
continuous process. Big Sister is an organization
that encourages girls as they move into young
womanhood, while Simmons serves young
women as they take their full place in adulthood.
By partnering with like-minded organizations, we

You are a member of the board of
leaders for 2020 Women on Boards, an
organization dedicated to increasing the
number of women on U.S. public boards
Simmons College is an all-women's
to 20% or greater by the year 2020. Are
school. What do you think are the
you seeing a steady growth of leadership
benefits of a gender specific education?
opportunities for women?
I believe that women's colleges continue to offer
During the course of my career, I have seen
today what they have always offered — the
enormous breakthroughs in terms of legal
opportunity for capable and talented women to
and legislative support for equal opportunity
try out any leadership role to which they might
and equal pay, as well as protections against
aspire; to present themselves in the classroom
discrimination. When I first started out, women
without concern about male competition or
were not admitted to the most prestigious
approval; and to experiment with academic and
business schools, and they were not allowed
non academic interests which help them to
in most bank lending officer training programs.
determine who they wish to be in adulthood.
Today, those things do not happen. However, the
In an atmosphere of support, they have the
hope that once the pipeline of talented women
opportunity to try out skills so necessary for
was full, there would come a time of
parity in opportunity has not been
realized. We have made progress in
"The development of girls to
fits and starts, rather than in "steady"
steps, and I believe that will continue
women is a continuous, life-long
for the foreseeable future. The
process with a series of different
culture has to be supportive of this
continuous shift, and the challenge of
challenges and opportunities
culture change is enormous, resulting
along the way." – Helen Drinan
in slower progress than many of us
had hoped for.
increase the knowledge, efficacy, and reputation
of each other’s efforts.

later success, and to do so without the stress of
gender based social complexity.
What are some of the challenges facing
young women entering the business world
today?
Still in our country and culture, there are subtle
and strong biases related to what women are well
suited to do, and top leadership spots in business
remain a big concern for many decision makers.
It is also the case that women are perceived as
greater risks when given opportunities, so much
so that research demonstrates that women tend
to be promoted on performance, while men are
promoted on potential. A critical experience for
anyone successful in business is having profit and
loss responsibility; women are less likely to get
these assignments and more likely to get staff
roles, which tend to divert careers away from the
top leadership roles. And finally, the question of
having children adds complexity to choices for
women, and increasingly, for men.

What advice would you give to girls
and young women who want to
someday become leaders in the Boston
community?
It is always important to be as clear as possible
about what you would like to achieve and what
you are willing to do to get there. Then, it is
imperative to get the best possible education
you can for your chosen field, recognizing that
we all need to be life-long learners, as most
fields are evolving so rapidly. Next, it is very
important to think through the kind of work
experience necessary to prepare you for your
ultimate goal, and to be very intentional about
those experiences as you change jobs over your
career. Never forget about the people you will
need to support, guide, and encourage you —
professional friends, role models, mentors, and
sponsors — and do a great job building and
sustaining your network. In the end, clear goals
and the help of great people will move talented
and motivated people to great heights.

Big Sister of the Year Katy Shea
Shares Her Words of Wisdom

B

ig Sister of the year Katy Shea has
been matched with her Little Sister
Victorya for more than two years.

What made you decide to become a Big
Sister?
I had been thinking about doing some kind
of volunteering but I hadn’t been focusing on
mentoring. One of my co-workers invited Big
Sister to present and I attended the session
out of curiosity. When I heard that there were
girls who had been waiting a long time for a
match, my heart just broke a little right there. I
imagined myself at that age, really wanting a Big
Sister, being brave enough to ask for one and
then being let down. When they told us about
the different types of time commitments you
could make I began to see myself actually doing
this.
Who is one mentor that you have had in
your life? How has he or she influenced
your life story?
My mother has always been a huge influence
for me. She was a nurse for 50 years and
instilled in me that it’s the time you take to
make someone feel special, cared for, and
respected that elevates the human spirit and
allows people to find peace and be well. My
mother worked nights at the hospital, so it
was Dad who mostly read to us as children –
performing each narrative complete with sound
effects and dramatic characterizations. He sang
us silly impromptu songs about whatever was
happening in the moment and taught me to use
humor, music, and theater to relate to others
and also to express care and love. Together, my
parents have shaped my story tremendously in
terms of who I am and how I interact with the
world.
How has your relationship with your
Little Sister Victorya grown and changed
since you were first introduced?
Vikki and I first met at Harvard Kent Elementary
in Charlestown. I remember Vikki was small,
Big Sister Katy and staff member
Erica host a recruitment table

Urban
Block
Party
Gone 80's!
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On Thursday, June 7, Big Sister Association’s Young
Professional Board will host its annual Urban Block Party
at the Exchange Conference Center on Boston Fish Pier
from 6 pm to 10 pm. The Urban Block Party is an exciting
fundraiser to benefit Big Sister Association’s team in the
Rodman Ride for Kids. The Rodman Ride for Kids is an
umbrella charity that raises funds for children’s social service
agencies throughout Massachusetts, including Big Sister.

spread from East Meets West Catering, and hosted
beer and cocktails courtesy of Boston Beer Company
and Berkshire Mountain Distillers. The event will also
include an exciting silent auction and raffle. Sponsored
by Boston.com, the Urban Block Party will attract more
than 200 young professionals from the Boston area. Last
year’s event was a sell-out success, raising more than
$27,000 for Big Sister.

This fantastic 80’s-themed event will feature live
performances by the band Fast Times, a delicious

Tickets are $85, available for purchase from Big Sister’s
website.

2012

shy, and silent. We started connecting through
simple games like Hangman, SlapJack, and Trouble
(she was eight when we were first matched).
We talked and joked more and learned about
each other and became friends. We just played
Hangman a few weeks ago for old time’s sake
and were guessing 12-word sentences in under
a minute. It reminded me how far we have
come.
You were recently awarded the Heroes
Among Us award by the Boston Celtics.
How did it feel to be recognized in that
way?
To be honest, it was extremely humbling.
Standing in front of all those people and hearing
them talk (with an echo over the PA) about
your life, your Little’s life—it was unlike any
other experience. It was really great to be in this
“other world” with Vikki and her parents. We
met Bill Russell and the Mayor, shook hands with
Paul Pierce, and even ran into Rajon Rondo all
by himself in the hallway by the locker room –
what a thrill!
You helped us host a volunteer
recruitment table at your workplace,
McGladrey. What did you think?
It was interesting to try and “sell” the
experience to people; it’s something I obviously
believe in with all my heart, but sometimes
it’s difficult to express how rewarding and
meaningful it is to be a Big Sister, while also
communicating how fun it is. It brought some
clarity to my own mind about what motivates
me and how I can be a better Big Sister. I found
myself saying, “My Little Sister makes me want to
be a better person” – and I don’t mean that to
sound so serious – but she does. She motivates
me to want to do everything from learn to
dominate at Double Dutch to getting a second
degree. I want to inspire her to follow her heart
and make the life she wants for herself (since
she is inspiring me to do the same).
What advice would you give to a woman
who is considering becoming a Big Sister?
When I talk with women about becoming a Big
Sister I often hear these familiar words: “I would
love to do it, but I just don’t have the time!” I
know we are all so busy (I work full time, take
two classes, sing in a jazz band, spend time with
my boyfriend, friends, family, etc.), but please
believe me that mentoring can create more
space in your life. It truly brings good things into
your world and allows you to feel that balance
of inspiring and being inspired by another human
being. The best idea is to just call the Big Sister
office or attend an info session. Find out more –
take the first step!

Celtic Paul Pierce, Little Sister Victorya,
and Big Sister Katy Shea

Katy’s Top 5 Benefits
of Being a Big Sister:
1. Stress Management
Zen state achieved after 20 minutes of
coloring is equal to at least 5 Bikram
Yoga Classes – is cheaper and resulting
artwork makes for awesome hipster fridge
decoration.
2. Artistic Development
Your drawing ability is, like, totally amazing.
(Just go with it.)
3. Honest Fashion Advice
10-year-old girls will tell you if those jeans
look good or not and what they think of
your haircut. (And they will be right.)
4. Excuse to be a Girl Again
When was the last time you went roller
skating in leg warmers, got your face
painted with a unicorn, had a hot pink
feather braided into your hair, and wore a
candy necklace– all in the same day?
5. Perspective
You had a big crisis at work, crazy traffic
on your commute, forgot about your
dentist appointment… then your Little
sees you and breaks away from her friends,
runs to you and wraps her arms around
your legs and asks you how you are, and
the answer is suddenly: “Awesome. I’m
awesome.”
p5
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match maker club

of $100 or more to Big Sister Association between
The following individuals, corporations, and foundations made gifts
!
support
January 1, 2012 and March 31, 2012.Thank you for your generous
Corporations, Foundations, and
Organizations
The Ad Club
Adage Capital Management, L.P.
Agis Network
America's Charities
Attention Partners LLC
Bloomingdale's
The Boston Foundation
BV Investment Partners, LLC
City of Boston
Constant Contact
Courion Corporation
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
eSecLending
Fire Opal
FOX Relocation Management Corporation
General Catalyst Partners
Goldberg Fund, Carol R. & Avram J.
Grand Circle Foundation
Hewlett-Packard
Linde Family Foundation
Longfellow Benefits
Manet Community Health Center
Mass Mentoring Partnership
Microsoft
P.I. Garden Fund
Rinet Company, LLC
S.R. Weiner & Associates Inc.
Shawmut Design & Construction
Shaw's Supermarkets, Inc.
Sonesta International Hotels Corporation
Tiedemann Trust Company
United Way of Massachusetts Bay
United Way of New York City
Wells Fargo
The Wilder Companies, Ltd.
Wolf & Company Charitable Foundation
Yozell Associates
Individuals
$10,000+
Sandy & Paul Edgerley
Maryanne & Gerry McCarthy

$2,000 - $9,999
Susan Bush
Terri Campbell
Linda & Paul Carter
Linda & Timothy O'Brien
Pat Tietbohl & Doug Romich
$1,000 - $1,999
Nancy Costello
Christine Creelman
Denis LeBlanc
Jennifer Medford
Tom Sleeper
$500-$999
Judith Ann & David Albertson
John Choe
Janet & Stephen Clay
Debra Doncov
Ann & John Jacobs
Karin Kahn & Jay Lebed
Gretchen Kalvelage
Thomas Sargent
Catherine Thut
Mary & Rich Wakefield
Roberta & Stephen Weiner
$250-$499
Janeen Ault
Laura Boyd
Jody & Lawrence Epstein
Dorothy Hines
Judy Keefe-Modelane & Daniel Modelane
Karen & Nathaniel Levy
Marianne Love
Anne McLeod
Michael Meehan
Sven Meier
Carolyn Nolan
Janet Porter & Jim O'Sullivan
Loring & Andy Schwarz
Usha Tedrow
Patricia Thomas
Marilyn Wright
Lisa Zarikian

$100-$249
Helaine Allen
Suzanne & Timothy Barnicle
David Berry
Jacqueline Bliven
Kara Cohen
Susan & Phil Cwynar
Marilyn & Andre Danesh
Amanda Davis
Karl Feitelberg
Kris Foster
Millicent Gaskell
Deborah Goldberg
Ellen & Morris Gordon
Nancy Harrison
Megan Herald
Ann Hollos
Janet Humdy Morrison & George Morrison
Mary Jeka
Charlotte Kahn
Kathy & Brian Kane
Barbara Leadholm Abrams
Kathrine Livingston
Elizabeth & Peter Loring
Natalie Marden
Jenn & Matt Mason
J. Massik-Staehelin
Kathleen & William McCarthy
Marcia McFarland-Gray
Elizabeth Micheels & David Tobias
Thomas O'Donnell
Kristen Radley
Deborah Segal & Beau Wright
Terence Shea
Lauren Simpson
Kelley Spellane
Geoffrey Thayer
Judith & Richard Usen
Joann Vargus
Jeanne Yozell

Haley House Displays Artwork By
and About Little Sisters
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Since April 23, the Dudley Square nonprofit Bakery and Café Haley House has displayed a series of artwork by and about
Little Sisters. Pieces include dolls constructed of recycled materials, professionally shot photographic recreations of famous
works of art featuring Little Sisters as present-day subjects, collaged plates, and portraits painted by and of Big and Little
Sisters. Most of the artwork was created throughout 2011 at different events organized by Big Sister Association for Big
and Little Sister matches. During these activities, Big and Little Sisters spent time together while having fun and learning
new ways to express themselves.The collaged plates were created by Little Sisters in our group mentoring program.The
artwork will remain on display through June 1. Haley House Bakery Café is located at 12 Dade Street in Roxbury.

The following Big and Little
Sisters celebrated match
anniversaries between
January 1, 2012 and March 31,
2012. Congratulations to all on
your lasting friendships!
12 Years
Marisa Jones & Susanne
Ruth Hagearty & Racheal
Jessica Sandland & Rachel
Erica Greany & Sherly
Megan Flynn & Camille
10 Years
Ellen Daley & Lisette
Elizabeth McVey & Tachauna
9 Years
Judy Dombrowski & Ashlyn
Nancy Christiansen & Angelique
Elena Proakis-Ellis & Kaitlyn
Julie Sahlins & Samantha
Melissa Carino & Anais
Clarinda Spinelli & Samantha
Lelia King & Deidre

Maureen Connelly & Laree
Paula Gentile & Kassandra
3 Years
Lisa Pollack & Victoria
Lian Chen & Yadielis
Sia Herr & Kevonna
Hannah Krulewitch & Tracy
Brooke Thomas & Casandra
Betty Chu & Melissa
Katie Coleman & Kathy
Bridget O'Donnell & Vanessa
Melissa Graves & Amira
Jasmine Jean Jacques & Lisbeth
Layne Petrie & Alejandra
Jessica Dunner & Natalia
Francesca Gordon & Carol
Alexa Goins & Taenari
Anna Maria Melachrinou & Ginely
Vaneta Bernard & Victoria
Kondeleye Ross & Alshun
Kristin Davis & Ilene
Diane Ivey & Tiffany
Michelle DuBow & Britney

Lisa Roughsedge & Nia
Peninnah Wanjeri & Othni
Laurie Rudolph & Rebecca
Erin Kelley & Keisha
Patricia Naughton & Luisiana
Alexa Tegtmeier & Ashley
Ayanna Pressley & Arianna
Gabrielle Montone & Aahkeilah
Jovita Marcinkeviciene & Jessica
Kelley Borer & Arielle
Kate Tessmann & Tyla
Dalena Nguyen & Ashley
Raeha Blouin & Rayonna
Bree Rodrigues & Molly
Maryellen Walsh & Railenny
Liza Goldstein & Omaralys
Mary Taylor & Shalimar
Chelsea Jones & Iva Jonalys
Alanna Pikla & Tanesia
Katherine Corteselli & Wandarley
Mariya Todorova & Shaniay
Jessica Caplice & Jasmine
Katherine Steinmetz & Natalya
Sara Freedman & Amariz

6 Years
Heidi Katz & Latikia
Stacy Pyron & Nicole
Angelica Vargas & Paola
Katie Basilotto & Jessica
Nicole West & Shadajiah
Kelly Morgan & Joyce
Kayla Celani & Javienne
Meredith Hubbell & Jovanna
Marissa Cohen & Leonor
Ekaette Dunel & Ronique
5 Years
Evelyn Robertson & Idalis
Leslee Parker & Aleysia
Michelle Probert & Kassandra
Susan Jones & Elizabeth
Anne Bost & Ranajia
Sondra Korman & Samantha
Jennie Dubitsky & Keyana
Stefanie Smith & Cheyenne
Sally Vail & Julyanna
Patricia Fallon & Laura
Sabrena Maldonado & Shayla
Aine Friend & Khadija
Laurie Speranzo & Selena
Kathleen Cross & Stephanie
4 Years
Mindy Reiser & Ashly
Hyacinth John & Taniushka
Angela Tamzen & Justine
Alyssa Moskos & Kimberly
Carmen Davis & Nataly
Lisa Florenzano & Juliana
Shelly Meier & Samantha
Melissa Ferguson & Kimberlie
Valerie Wencis & Alecia
Patricia Layne & Brittney
Elizabeth Quigley & Mary
Kristy Kirby & Jenna
Juliana Gamble & Jaedah
Amber Servi & Taylor
Monica Garlick & Sherrelle

Big Sister Taryn Townsend and
Little Sister Chardanney
Linda Antonucci & Elaine
Andrea Constantino & Jarisellis
Audrina Warren & Celixia
Valerie Kesaris & Jade
Lauren Nasella & Vitianna
Claudia Rodriguez & Selena
Emma Boswell & Stefanie
Melissa Howell & Ashley
2 Years
Kathryn Harris & Jaadyyah
Ashlee Yates & Abiona
Amanda Martinez & Mickaella
Lauren Morin & Kyanna
Jennifer Baker & Hannah
Caitlin Garvin Lally & Tyla
Cameron Smith & Malaysia
Crystal Rizzo & Yu Gin
Eva Woodward & Lullia
Angela Bray & Makayla
Afia Boakye & Janijah
Valerie Avila & Natacki
Lori Kauffman & Kenya

Kelly Meredith Mullen & Alanna
Christina Peterson & Vanessa
Jennifer DeAmicis & Mya
Rana Juster & Mia
Amanda Dezak & Patricia
Amanda Chan & Kelly
Dana Aidekman & Laura
1 Year
Regina Butler & Kata
Judy Player & Stacey
Danielle Erdmann & Yessenia
Diana Elise Araujo & Jaileen
Cassandra Saunders & Cesilia
Barbara Williams & Kenisha
Liza Jardin Marks & Marisa
Katrina McNeil & Amanda
Elisabeth Seldon & Eileen
Lynda Page & Carmen
Michelle Leeds & Tuleeka
Adebimpe Dare & Chavelyn
Audrey Gaskins & Jamilex
Michele Le & Mirelys

Andrea Bakal & Victoria
Taryn Townsend & Chardanney
Shelly Donovan & Elaine
Shannon Flynn & Sary
Ericka McFee & Joanna
Maya Rosen & Karla
Janine Palmer & Jade
Karthikeyini Subramanian & Mariah
Catherine Cody & Annie Rose
Stephanie Good & Caroline
Janina Colavita & Stacia
Elisha Tran & Lea
Jillian Gomolka & Kayla
Jessica Burke & Shirley
Mahima Subramanian & Carolina
Erica Deshpande & Daniela
Ashley Newsome & Jacqueline
Aimee Marie Juan & Fabiola
Jeanne McDermott & Rodrienne
Gbemisola Sonuyi & Maya
Cicely Payne & KaRanda
Brooke Barsanti & Mekiyah
Anne Shamim & Alasia
Luann Moore & Antaneya
Beth Herbert & Madeline
Stacylyn Dewey & Tiffany
Rachel Krellenstein & Kendelle
Amanda Giles & Taina
Joanna Lynn Maunder & Marilyn
Stephanie Rea & Shyann
Oanh Nguyen & Jasmyne
Katelyn Buckley & Aaliyah
Alexandra German & Yasilis
Sara Sinicropi-Yao & Millianette
Patricia Hunter & Anna
Nicole Ricciardi & Zhiyin
Dana Riker & Donecca
Raychel Wingert & Kiera
Anna Cosimini & Alexandria
Kendra Harrison & Lisselot
Alyssa San Pedro & Iyla
Stephanie Tang & Karen
Christy Costello & Tiffany
Purvi Shah & Mandy
Erica Frank & Natalie
Rachael Gerber & Angelica
Katherine DeGuglielmo & Quinci
Lauren Dagnese & Amberly
Kelly Umberfield & Kimi
Megan Herald & Angela
Kimberly Champlin & Danina
Colleen Raab & Christiana
Vanessa Ebode-Messi & Nyanja
Gina Johnson & April
Karina Romero & Kaylee
Colleen Bingle & Beatriz
Lindsay Newton & Cassandra
Florence Lefebvre & Neida
Jill Moretti & Kayla
Katie Lancaster & Kizziah
Elizabeth Mucci & Ariel
Sabrina Kwauk & Brittany
Alexandria Taylor & Nitsummyah
Heather Gardiner & Aria
Gilenny Abreu & Elianny
Adeeti Ullal & Leylah
Courtney Grimes & Vanaya
Peggy Leung & Sylvia
Jamie Chachere & Cora
Emily Lazzaro & Kasandra
Laura McKinley & Aleida
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Spotlight on Board Member David Bruce
ormerly of Fidelity Investments, David
devotes his time and resources to a
number of charitable organizations
with a focus on providing
opportunities for low-income youth. In addition
to his work on Big Sister’s Board of Directors, he
is also on the Council with New England Historic
Genealogical Society and is a Lifetime Member
of the Francis Ouimet Society and Massachusetts
Society of Mayflower Descendants. Recently,
David co-chaired the Boston Center for Youth
and Families Gala, ran the Boston Marathon
benefitting the Women’s Lunch Place, and
participated in the Rodman Ride in support of Big
Sister. He currently serves on the 2012 House
Committee for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston.
David and his fiancée, Holly McGrath, help

F

Big Sister staff members participate in
a foosball tournament in the office,
thanks to David’s generous gift

direct the charitable efforts of the Highland
Street Foundation – a private family foundation
committed to addressing the needs and concerns
of children and families in Massachusetts and
California, specifically in the areas of education,
housing, mentoring, health care, environment
and the arts. To date, the foundation has
contributed more than $125 million to non-profit
organizations.
When asked what interested him in Big Sister, he
said: “I believe a positive mentoring relationship
can have the biggest impact on someone’s life. As
a Boston resident, I was well aware of Big Sister’s
outstanding reputation for serving girls. I was
overwhelmingly impressed with CEO Deb Re,
the hardworking and dedicated team, and a board
truly committed to serving youth in need.
I recently attended the Big Brother Big
Sister National Conference in California
and had the opportunity to hear from
fellow mentoring programs. Although each
was very inspiring, Big Sister Association
of Greater Boston well exceeded cities
two or three times our size in making
matches – serving nearly 3,000 girls. It is
an honor to be part of such a dynamic,
creative, and compassionate organization.”

Mentoring is clearly
important to David,
who was fortunate
to have had many
role models in his
own life. “My parents
continue to be strong
guiding influences and
my three sisters are
an invaluable support
system,” said David. “I am able to look back at
various relationships with teachers, coaches, and
friends and see how their support, interest, and
guidance have enhanced my life. Everyone needs
(and deserves) encouragement and this is exactly
what Big Sister provides.”
David, who is very active within Boston’s
philanthropic community, believes that everyone
should give back in whatever way they can. “I feel
that it is a right and a responsibility, and can be
in the form of volunteering your time, talents, or
resources,” he said. “Big Sister’s ongoing success is
due to its ability to engage supporters in all size,
shape, and form. Collectively, this support provides
a solid foundation which garners impressive
results, generates continued awareness and
enthusiasm, and ensures long-term sustainability.”

